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Question1
The messianic tradition is a religious culture and movement that constitutes both Christianity and Judaism. It is centered on the belief in the holy trinity, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Before Jesus, salvation was anticipated to come from a messiah who would emerge from the house of David. Today, the salvation is achieved through acceptance of Jesus as one’s savior.
Question 2
Jesus was a significant teacher because he taught in memorable ways than any other person; he taught his disciples how to teach. His teachings were not biased and targeted all persons of all class, gender and nature.  Above all, his teachings had a long-lasting effect on his students and until today we still hear of his teachings through Christianity.
Question 3
Jesus’ claimed he was the messiah that had been taught by religious leaders over time; this meant that he had more authority over them. He also opposed their man-made traditions and acted contrary to their laws by associating with sinners and underprivileged contrary to how authorities behaved.
Question 4
Resurrection of Jesus is the rising from the dead evidenced by an entry into new bodily existence as prophesied on the third day of his death. The ascension is the return of Jesus back to heaven; it is the physical departure of Jesus in front of His disciples in Jerusalem. Both of these historical events signified the end of Jesus’ mission on earth and the acceptance back into the heavenly glory.   
Question 5
Paul wrote 13 books in the New Testament which he used to encourage and preach to the early church on God’s teachings. Along with the 13 out of the 27 gospel books he wrote, he also journeyed the world preaching and spreading the gospel to empires.
Question 6
Council of Nicaea was the first ever ecumenical debate which was organized by the early church. Among a series of controversial issues decided upon was the agreement on doctrine of holy trinity. Equality was established between God the father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. A conclusive agreement on the date of Easter celebration and promulgation of early canon law was also agreed upon.
Question 7
The great schism came as a result of ex-communication of patriarch Constantinople Michael from Rome-based Christian church. This was due a religious disagreement around doctrines; first it was on question of whether clerics should remain celibate, second issues was on the use of unleavened bread for sacrament and lastly a disagreement of the exact wordings of the Nicene Creed. A significant disagreement was also on the authority of the pope on all churches. The Eastern Church in particular, disagreed. 


Question 8
a. The Inquisition
Inquisition was a legal procedure and punishment method established to punish heresy in America and Europe. Muslims, Jews and other non-Catholics were punished by inquisitors; it was significant in the punishment of the heresy.
b. The Crusades
These were military expeditions organized by western Europe Christians to counter attack the Muslim spread. They were significant in spread and extension of Christianity in conquered territories.
c. Indulgences
Indulgence is the penitential system that reduced the amount of punishment that one was to undergo. This involved saying of certain prayers repeatedly, temporal punishment and or seek confession. This contributed to further split in the church with many Protestants seeing it as a cause of corruption in church
d. The Reformation
This is the religious revolution that saw Protestants divide from the Catholic Church. It significantly led to the formation of protestant churches which defied the traditional Christian doctrines.





Question 9
	Teaching
	Summary

	Trinity
	God is one God but in three persons; the father, the son and the Holy spirit



	God
	The father, creator of heaven and earth



	Jesus Christ
	
The son, sent as messiah to die for the forgiveness of sins


	The Holy Spirit
	The spirit that guides us in thoughts and actions. Sent by God to be with us in his last moments on earth




	The Second Coming
	The belief of the return of Jesus Christ in the last days



	The Last Judgment
	The belief of our divine fate after life on earth



	Atonement
	An necessary reconciliation between God and the sinful mankind



	Salvation
	The deliverance of an individual’s soul from sin and its consequences





Question 10
e. Cross symbol: The cross reminds me of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ; it also represents Christianity and faith in my catholic church. 
f. The dove: the dove is a beautiful creature that is symbolic of peace. In Christian beliefs, it represents the Holy Spirit.
g. Baptism: this is an outward action that signifies an inward change. It symbolizes a new life in Christ by virtue of cleansing of sins.



Question 11
a. Prayer
Prayer is a special request and intentions offered to God. It is a Christian way of communicating to God through thanksgiving, asking for forgiveness and making requests among other intentions.
b. Liturgy of the Word
It is a principle rite of the mass that is at the center of worship in the Roman Catholic Church. Its significance is in the three readings usually taken from Old Testament and New Testament. It offers the mass with a message from God while giving the priest opportunity to deliver homily.
c. Holy Eucharist
This is the Holy Communion, or body and blood of Jesus Christ consumed during mass celebration. Through its consumption, sins are forgiveness and people are united in him, it also brings the memory of his death and resurrection.
d. Fasting
This is a voluntary action of restraining from physical gratification in the form of food for a certain period of time. It is has spiritual significance on the person that practice it.
e. Almsgiving
This is the kind act of giving away what belongs to us to those who need it most. It is significant since it helps the needy and builds the church, resources and material staffs are shared across those who need help.


Question 12
	Author
	When was it written?
	Where was it written?
	Who was it written for?
	Image of Jesus portrayed

	Matthew
	
About 15 years after mark, between 85 and 95 CE


	
Syria
	
A greek-sepaking Jewish Christians 
	
Jesus as messiah and king of Jews

	Mark
	During the Rome and Jews war, between 65 CE and 75 CE



	
Rome 
	
Gentiles 
	Jesus as a servant

	Luke
	Around 70 AD to 85 AD


	Antioch 
	Gentile audience
	Jesus as being human and a teacher.

	John
	Between 90 and 100 CE
	Ephesus 
	Hellenist Christians
	The eternal word of God


Question 13
a. The Acts of the Apostles
This is the fifth book in the New Testament. The book tells Christians about the its founding and spread across the roman empire.
b. The Pauline Letters
These are the 13 books in the New Testament which are attributed to the apostle Paul. They give insights on early Christianity controversies and beliefs.
c. Other Letters
These are books that were not written by Apostle Paul or whose authorship is not clear, however they still provide similar insight.
d. The Book of Revelation
This is an apocalyptic prophesy book written to address the seven churches in roman province. It serves to warn about the end of time and signs of eschatology.
Question 14
	Denomination
	Main Beliefs

	Christianity


	Jesus Christ as son of God anointed and sent by God to save the world.

	
Hinduism



	Belief in Brahman who is God and who exists in the universe in both seen and unseen form. The ultimate authority is Vedas.

	Islam




	Belief in Monotheism.

	Judaism



	 Belief in monotheism, identity and covenant between God and man.

	Buddhism 




	Belief in noble truths that guides life and runs the existence of man. 



Question 15
a. Identify two similarities and two differences between the two creeds.
i. Both of the creeds are statements of a belief
ii. Both of the creeds are prayers for connecting with God
iii. While Apostles’ Creed remains the oldest and used by the early church, the Nicaea creed was only created later on by the council of Nicaea.
iv. While Apostles’ Creed was written in Latin, the Nicaea creed was in Greek language.
b. Make a list of five Christian beliefs found in both creeds.
i. Belief in god
ii. Belief in Jesus Christ
iii. Belief in the second coming
iv. Belief in the holy trinity
v. Belief in catholic church 


